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Hillsdale Community Newsletter

	Hillsdale Community Association                                                                                                                      Fall 2011

	

	
	



	
	   From the Board....

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	


	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
Holiday Decorations must be removed no later than 30 days after the holiday.
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Winter is almost here


After another hot summer that is still very much with us, preparing for the cold and snow of winter may not be the first thing on your mind, but cold and snow will arrive—and can be surprisingly early!  To prepare, it’s a good idea to:


Turn off outside water, front and back.  Drain the hoses and take them inside.


Consider putting insulation around basement pipes to keep them warm.


If it is extremely cold for several days, open cabinets in kitchen and allow tap to drip.


If you go away during the winter, turn off your water to avoid pipe breaks.


Buy sand, salt and shovels early--before they vanish.





Remember that we contract snow plowing with Blade Runners (also our landscapers), and they are only contracted to clear the streets. They do not clear parking spaces, mailboxes, fire hydrants, sidewalks or storm drains. The streets are plowed in straight lines, and the excess snow is piled in designated areas throughout Hillsdale. Snow is not placed in empty parking spaces, nor are cars intentionally buried by the plows.


  


How can you help?  Do not shovel snow into the street; this is counter-productive. Do not place 


snow in empty parking spots, unless they are your own. Adopt a fire hydrant, mailbox, or storm 


drain and help dig them out.  The post office will not deliver mail if a path is not cleared for them. Finally, help your neighbors; an act of kindness goes a long way.








Home Owner Association fees are due on October 1, 2011. 


 The quarterly rate is $200.





At the annual homeowner’s meeting in June, Jeff Walach and Larry Mikesell were elected to another three-year term on the Board of Directors and Nancy Landson was elected to her first three-year term.  Robert Murin leaves the Board after completing his term, and we thank him for his time and service. The Board of Director’s duties and responsibilities can be found in the column on the left.


There was some great sprucing up after the inspections; however, some of you have done your work and didn't let us know!  Drop an e-mail, note or phone call to Debbie Schultz or SFMC to give us notice. Those who have yet to contact the Board to make arrangements about fixing their deficiencies will be requested to appear before the Board; failure to appear, or to correct their deficiencies, may result in an assessment of $10 a day, until the deficiencies are corrected (maximum of 90 days), and could lead to removal of parking privileges within the Community.





Upcoming Board of Directors’ Meetings:


September 22, October 18, November 15 and December 20


Location is the Kings Park Library - 9000 Burke Lake Road - 7:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M.


























Halloween Safety Tips for the Trick or Treaters


►Look both ways before crossing the street, cross only at corners or in crosswalks, and never between parked cars. Walk on sidewalks. ��►Do not talk to strangers, go into homes of people you don’t know, or accept rides from strangers. ��►Adults should accompany children, and only visit homes with porch lights on��►Have flashlights and glow sticks for children and the accompanying adult. ��►Inspect your children’s candy before they eat it.� �►Provide a costume that uses bright color and reflective tape so trick or treaters can be seen by drivers. ��►Consider using makeup instead of a mask, this will allow for better visibility.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS


Jeff Walach, President�� HYPERLINK "mailto:jwalach@hillsdalecommunity.org" �jwalach@hillsdalecommunity.org�


703-408-1059





Zoe Lloyd, Vice President 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:zlloyd@hillsdalecommunity.org" �zlloyd@hillsdalecommunity.org�


703-239-0797





Nancy Landson, Secretary�� HYPERLINK "mailto:nlandson@hillsdalecommunity.org" �nlandson@hillsdalecommunity.org�


703-845-2409


	


Larry Mikesell, Treasurer�� HYPERLINK "mailto:lmikesell@hillsdalecommunity.org" �lmikesell@hillsdalecommunity.org�


703-239-1447





Debbie Schultz, ACC Chair


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dschultz@hillsdalecommunity.org" ��dschultz@hillsdalecommunity.org�


703-764-0384





Kathleen McDavitt, Member 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:kmcdavitt@hillsdalecommunity.org" ��kmcdavitt@hillsdalecommunity.org�


703-582-2493








PLEASE DO NOT CALL�BOARD MEMBERS �AFTER 8:00 pm.





�





Don't Fence Me In!





If your fence is looking old and worn, power washing will freshen it up. Don’t forget to put some water sealant on it afterward! 





If you are replacing a fence check with your neighbor and see if the cost of a portion can be shared - it's helpful in the cost and VERY 


neighborly! Don’t forget to get approval from the Board prior to replacing!











  











HANDY PHONE NUMBERS:��AAA Recycling and Trash Removal Services


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aaatrash.com" ��http://www.aaatrash.com�


703-818-8222��King Towing�703-352-5288





HOA Dues Address


SFMC


Attn: Hillsdale Community


P.O. Box 18002


Ashburn, VA 20146-2502��Fairfax County Police Non-Emergency/Animal Control�703-691-2131��Fairfax County Website�wwwfairfaxcounty.gov





























                       NEW PARKING PERMITS �


By now, many of you should be in receipt of your new (ORANGE) parking permit. If you have not yet received the new permit, a Board member should be contacting you shortly.  Please note; if you owe back dues, or have not made arrangements to fix ACC inspection write-ups, you will not receive a new permit. The new permit may be used immediately upon receipt; old (BLUE) permits still in circulation will be valid through Sept. 30.   Towing will start on Oct. 1 for vehicles displaying a BLUE permit.  If you do not receive your new permit before September 30th, contact Jeff Walach.





. . . AND WHILE WE’RE TALKING ABOUT PARKING





Those yellow curbs indicate fire lanes and mean No Parking, for the good reason that at those points there isn’t enough room for an emergency vehicle such as an ambulance or especially a fire engine.  Do we need to emphasize that this is for everyone’s safety?





                                                TRASH                    


Please do not place your trash in mulched areas or on the plants there.  The landscaping has been paid for by your dues, after all, and has a better chance of survival without garbage piled on.  The sidewalk or grass in front of your house is the appropriate place.








LIGHT IT UP!


�How cheerful is the home with a welcoming porch light!  How unwelcoming to a burglar!  Leaving your porch light on all night is not only welcoming to family and guests, but is a deterrent to someone trying to break in - this is especially true for the back yards, as they are often not near any street lamps and are very dark.  A light helps the situation, and if you use those nifty energy-saver light bulbs you don't need to change them for a couple of years! 








Daylight Savings Time ends on November 6, 2011
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